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MSU President Announces Nursing School

On Monday, February 7th, the
East Mississippi Business Develop-
ment Corporation (EMBDC) held its
bi-monthly Business Before Hours,
promoting its mission of empower-
ing a diverse leadership culture. Dr.
Mark Keenum, President of Missis-
sippi State University, and Congress-
man Gregg Harper, spoke to a crowd
of over 200 people representing
Meridian’s business and
professional community.
The importance of lead-
ership and the future of
the Meridian area was
mentioned by all speak-
ers during the program.

“While we have been
impacted by a national
recession, east Missis-
sippi has grown in the
retail and industrial sec-
tors. Our guest speak-
ers have provided the
leadership on the state
and national levels to
improve our downtown,
prepare our workforce, develop the
I-59/20 Industrial Park and con-
struct the Hawkins Crossing Inter-
change, among many other things,”
said EMBDC Chairman Ann Alexan-
der.

“Working together with a com-
mon vision led to the beautiful MSU
Riley Center that we are all so very
proud of in downtown Meridian. It
is that type of leadership and vision
that can make a difference in any

community, said MSU President
Mark Keenum. He commended the
Meridian area and The Riley Foun-
dation for aiding in completion of
the MSU Riley Center.

Keenum went on to report on
the progress of renovating the New-
berry building, which will hold the
MSU Meridian School of Business,
and the future renovations of the

Kress Building. “We are going to do
our due diligence, asking my Board
of Trustees to allow us to begin a
MSU Meridian program in Nursing.
This would allow nursing graduates
of Meridian Community College or
East Central Community College to
attain a Bachelor in Nursing with
just 2 more years of schooling, start-
ing in 2013, said Keenum, in refer-
ence to the future of the Kress build-
ing.

Third District Congressman
Gregg Harper offered accolades for
Meridian and Lauderdale County
saying, “The things that you do
here are not just local, they are
worldwide in perspective. We're
going to look forward to great
things coming out of Meridian as
we plan for the future and develop
a new generation of leadership.
People are going to look
back on 2011, and no one
will remember who the
Congressman was at the
time, but they are going
to remember what hap-
pened in the year 2011.
Because of your lead-
ership, we are poised
to move forward,” said
Harper.

Keenum and Harper
addressed a capacity
crowd at MSU Merid-
ian’s Kahlmus Auditori-
um. “Our objective was
two-fold,” said EMBDC
President Wade Jones. “We want-
ed to assemble Meridian’s emerg-
ing leadership with those who
have provided the leadership for
the past 40 years. Secondly, we
wanted to demonstrate our sup-
port for Congressman Harper and
President Keenum. Iam thankful
to the membership for their over-
whelming response.”

~

Dr. Mark Keenum, Bud & Sue Thompson, and Congressman Gregg Harper



Images East Mississippi

The East Mississippi Busi-
ness Development Corporation

is producing the second annual

issue of Images East Mississippi.
The magazine and website show-

case the Meridian area, spotlight- = §

ing everything from tourist attrac-
tions to local businesses. “These
days, people are moving their
companies and families based on
the amenities, opportunities, and
individuality of an area. The EMB-
DC is very proud of our commu-
nity, and this is an amazing oppor-
tunity to highlight all that we have
to offer,” says EMBDC President
Wade Jones. Images East Missis-
sippi will allow the Meridian area
to do strategic marketing that will
convey these assets to newcomers
and businesses through print and
web media.

Images East Mississippi is cre-

ated by Journal Com-
munications, a custom media
agency, in conjunction with the
EMBDC. Journal Communications
is an award winning company that

has created the same type of print
and web media for other cities and
areas, including Jackson, Tupelo,
Vicksburg and Columbus, not to
mention other cities all over the
country.

In 2010, 5,000 copies of Images
East Mississippi were distributed
through the Meridian Airport, var-
ious hotels and businesses, EMB-
DC members and potential mem-
ber packets, Lauderdale County
Tourism, new resident packets and

various special events in the area.

The website for Images East Mis-
sissippi is www.imageseastmis-
sissippi.com, and it is also linked
to the EMBDC website at www.
embdc.org.

For more information on Im-
ages East Mississipi, please contact
Meredith Rea at mrea@embdc.org
or call at 601-693-1306.

Thames Joins EMBDC

The East Mississippi Business
Development Corporation an-
nounces that Michele M. Thames
of Meridian has been employed as
the Manager of Chamber of Com-
merce. In this capacity, Thames
serves as Corporate Secretary of
the EMBDC Board of Directors
and administers the Main Event,
Ambassadors Committee, Lead-
ership Lauderdale, EMBDC Golf
Classic, Business After Hours and
Business Before Hours programs.
She also serves as Secretary of the
Meridian Area Navy League and
manages the EMBDC’s member-
ship services.

“Michele brings a wealth of
knowledge and experience to the
EMBDC through her education
and previous employment. Her or-
ganizational skills and work with
volunteers has prepared her well

for this position,” says EMBDC
President Wade Jones.

A native of Greenwood, Mis-
sissippi, Thames is a graduate of
Mississippi State University. While
there she earned a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Communications with
an emphasis in Public Relations
and a Master of Public Policy and
Administration with an emphasis
in Regional Economic Develop-
ment. Thames moved to Merid-
ian in July, 1991, as an intern with
the City of Meridian’s Main Street
Program and was selected as Main
Street Manager in 1992.

Thames’ community activities
include her leadership and volun-
teer support roles in the Merid-
ian Junior Auxiliary, Mississippi
Junior Miss Program, American
Cancer Society, EMBDC Ambas-
sadors, Greater Meridian Jaycees

and Meridian Main Street. While
employed at Meridian Community
College, she was responsible for
coordinating Lifetime Quest and
MCC’s Arts and Letters Series.

She is married to Hampton
Thames and they have two sons,
Davis and Will. They attend Cen-
tral United Methodist Church.



Harper Receives MMA Award

Mississippi Congressman Gregg
Harper received the National As-
sociation of Manufacturers (NAM)
Award for Manufacturing Leg-
islative Excellence in recogni-
tion of his consistent support of
manufacturers and their employ-
ees across the United States. The
Award was presented at the Feb-
ruary 7th Business Business Be-
fore Hours.

“Congressman Harper supports
common-sense policies that will
enable manufacturers to create
and maintain good high-paying
jobs in Mississippi and through-
out America,” said NAM Presi-
dent and CEO Jay Timmons. ‘A
vibrant manufacturing base is vi-
tal to getting our economy turned
around and ensuring quality of
life for all Americans. It is critical
to have lawmakers like Congress-
man Harper whose actions con-
sistently match their words when
it comes to a pro-manufacturing
agenda for economic growth and
job creation.”

Key manufacturing votes for
the mth Congress included en-
ergy policy, taxes, regulations and

labor law reform, among
others. These policies are
important components of
the NAM’s “Manufactur-
ing Strategy for Jobs and
a Competitive America,’
a comprehensive plan for
supporting jobs and the
U.S. economy.

“The Award is a non-
partisan indicator to help
manufacturers and their
employees sort out the
true allies of manufac-
turing based on their votes on key
issues that affect the manufactur-
ing economy, jobs and U.S. com-
petitiveness,” Timmons noted.

Congressman Gregg Harper
is serving his second term in the
U.S. House of Representatives, af-
ter having been first elected to the
House in November of 2008. He
serves on the prestigious House
Committee on Energy and Com-
merce and is a member of the Sub-
committee on Environment and
the Economy and the Subcommit-
tee on Commerce, Manufacturing
and Trade.

Additionally, he was appointed

by Speaker John Boehner to serve
his second term on the Committee

on House Administration and the
Committee on Ethics.

“On behalf of the National
Association of Manufacturers, the
Mississippi Manufacturers Associ-
ation (MMA), our member compa-
nies and their employees, it gives
me great pleasure to present Con-
gressman Harper with the Nation-
al Association of Manufacturers’
Award for Manufacturing Legisla-
tive Excellence. Thank you, Con-
gressman Harper, for your courage
and great work on our behalf” said
John Bass, Director of Governmen-
tal Affairs for MMA.

NAS Meridian Celebrates 50 Years

In 2011, Naval Air Station Me-
ridian celebrates its 5oth anniver-
sary honoring the commissioning
of the base in July 1961, along with
celebrating the Centennial of Na-
val Aviation.

What a better way to cel-
ebrate than with an air show
featuring the Navy’s elite
Flight Demonstration Squad-
ron, the Blue Angels.

NASMeridian Command-
ing Officer Capt. Charles Gib-
son is proud to announce that
“Golden Wings Over Merid-
ian” is set for March 26-27.
The Angels last performed at
NAS Meridian in March 2008
for a record-breaking crowd of
more than 90,000 spectators.

Performances greatly assist in
the recruiting and retention goals

of the military services, enhance
esprit de corps among uniformed
men and women, and demon-
strate the professional skills and
capabilities of the Naval Services
to the American public and U.S.
Allies.

The NAS Meridian Air Show
Committee is working diligently to
book additional acts and demon-
stration aircraft. As in years past,
the air show will be free and open
to the public. Gates open at 9 a.m.

For more information about
the Meridian air show, go to www.
goldenwingsovermeridian.com.



Business After Hours

On Thursday, November 11th, the EMBDC held
a Business After Hours at Hulett Wholesale Furni-
ture. Hulett Wholesale is owned by Eddie and Becky
Briggs, and operated by Matt Ellsworth. Local com-
munity members had the opportunity to see the
inventory and receive information on the products
they have to offer. The owners and operators of Hu-
lett Wholesale Furniture wanted to show the com-
munity that they are their own entity, and will re-

Matt Ellsworth and David Collier main open for business.

On Thursday, December 10th, Rush Health
Systems hosted a Business After Hours in their
Ambulatory building. Many of the Rush em-
ployees attended, as well as members of the
community. Two employees representing the
event, and Rush, were Laura Davis and Donnie
Smith. The evening provided an excellent op-
portunity for attendees to network while enjoy-
ing the holiday spirit.

On Thursday, January 13th, the EMBDC
held a Business After Hours, hosted by Beef
O’Brady’s. There was a large turnout to visit the
new restaurant. Owner, Jason Carr, was there
to express his enthusiasm about moving to Me-
ridian and joining the community. As a family
sports bar and restaurant complete with televi-
sions at every booth, Beef O’Brady’s has some-
thing for everyone to enjoy, including great

Michele Thames, Eugene Perry, Lisa Sollie and Jason Carr food.




Fall 2010 Head of the Class Winners

their Fall 2010  “Most Improved Career and Tech-
Head of the nical Student” The EMBDC Edu-
Class winners. cation Committee then selects the
The Head of the  top two winners from each school
Class program is  and presents them with a certifi-
for high school cate and a gas card, provided by
students partici-  Mississippi Power Company. Each
pating in techni-  winner is also asked to write about
cal and careered-  ateacher or staff person from their
ucationfromeach ~ school who has made the largest
of the city and impact on their education. At the
county schools, end of the school year, the EMBDC
B gradesio-12. Stu-  will hold a breakfast honoring all

dents are nomi-  of the winners from each semester,
The East Mississippi Business nated by their teachers for the along with the educator they have
Development Corporation’s Edu- award of either “Highest Overall  chosen.

cation Committee has awarded Career and Technical Student” or

Clarkdale High School
Highest Overall Career and Technical Student - Chloe Chancelor-CNA (Nursing)
Most Improved Career and Technical Student - Colton Tomberlin- Ag Power and Machinery

Southeast High School
Highest Overall Career and Technical Student - Jamarcus Ruffin-Allied Health
Most Improved Career and Technical Student - Antwan Matthews -Allied Health

Meridian High School - Ross Collins
Highest Overall Career and Technical Student - Lee Creighton-Automotive Service Technology
Most Improved Career and Technical Student - Rebecca Weaber- Teacher Academy 11

Northeast High School
Highest Overall Career and Technical Student - Aysia Houston-Allied Health
Most Improved Career and Technical Student - Charmaine Serton-Cooperative Education II (CPE)

West Lauderdale High School
Highest Overall Career and Technical Student - Brianna Harford-Allied Health I
Most Improved Career and Technical Student - Trent Mathis- Allied Health I1

Northeast High School Winner Clarkdale High School Winners



Welcome to the Neighborhood

24 Karat / Constance Boutique
4908-29th Avenue
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Deaconess Home Care
1205-22nd Avenue

Embellish
2108 Front Street

Beef O'Brady’s

1161 Bonita Lakes Circle

Buffalo Wild Wings
114 Highway 11/80 East

Evangel Temple
104 Skyland Drive

Jimmy G’s Restaurant
111 Highway 80 East
(Northeast Inn & Conference Center)

Camp Eagle Ridge
9099A Collinsville Road, Collinsville




Modern Ouffitters
3700 Highway 39 North, Suite B

Painting with A Twist
3401 North Hills Street, Suite A

Retired & Senior Volunteer

Program (RSVP)

721 Front Street Extension, Suite 760

Venture Car Wash
1716 Highway 39 North

Small Businesses Reap the Benefits

Not only does Doc Braswell
act as the EMBDC’s Small Busi-
ness Specialist, but he is also now
coordinating and participating
in seminars for small businesses.
The first seminar he composed
was offered free to the public and
held in Union Station. Over 9o
people registered to attend and
an overflow then began a waiting
list. “Tax Responsibilities for Small
Businesses” brought in tax ex-
perts not only from federal, state

and county levels, but local
banks and accounting firms
as well. They were able to
help answer questions and
explain tax obligations that
business owners may have.
The panel of experts in-
cluded: Jonda Culpepper of
Culpepper and Culpepper
Accounting, Robin Monk of
the Mississippi Department
of Revenue, Mark Craven
of the Internal Revenue Service,
Brian Bosarge of MDES, Eugene
Perry from the City of Meridian
Licensing and Permit department,
Jimmy Slay the Lauderdale County
Tax Assessor, and Neil Henry of
The Citizen’s Bank.

Due to the feedback and sup-
port received from the previous
program, Braswell has organized
a new seminar to take place over
a period of 3 installments. “HR
Management Techniques for Small

Businesses” will be held March
1oth, April 14th, and May 12th from
6:00pm - 8:00opm. Landry Atkins,
a HR professional with 30 years
of experience, will be presenting
the seminars and sharing his vast
knowledge of human resources.
The installments will feature the
basics for human resource man-
agement, effective hiring, and in-
formation on avoiding the pitfalls
of the Fair Labor Standards Act.
Pre-registration is required. The
cost for all 3 seminars is $30.

All of the positive feedback
has shown the need for these
seminars to aid small businesses.
The community can expect to see
more seminars in the future. Doc
Braswell is available Monday-
Wednesday from 8:00 am-5:00 pm
by appointment. Please call 601-
693-1306 or email at dbraswell@
embdc.org for more information.
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Ambassadors of the Month ...

November - Derron Radcliff, MSU Riley Center
December - Carol Bass, The Radio People
January - Lisa Sollie, MSU Meridian

Monument Park

Monument Park, located at the corner of 23rd Avenue and
5th Street, is near completion! The fountain will be installed this
month. Don't forget to purchase an engraved brick to be in
the first installation! For a brick paver form, contact Meredith
Rea at mrea@embdc.org or 601-693-1306. Forms are also
available at www.embdc.org and www.meridianms.org.




