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Thompson Announced As Peavey Award Winner

Every year during The Main
Event Business and Industry
Expo the East Mississippi Busi-
ness Development Corpora-
tion announces the winner of
the Hartley D. Peavey Award
for Entrepreneurial Excellence.
Nominees are required to be
local individuals who, over a
period of time, use entrepre-
neurial skills and business ex-
pertise to develop living, thriv-
ing businesses. Nominations,
made by the general public,
were evaluated by an anony-
mous committee, and a winner was
selected. Previous recipients of this
award include Jerry Greene, M.L.
Waters, Jacqueline Van Zyverden
Hogan, Manny Mitchell and Ann Al-
exander, just to name a few.

Bud Thompson, Ann Alexander and Hartley Peavey

On April 28th, the EMBDC proud-
ly recognized Mr. James F. “Bud”
Thompson as the Hartley D. Peavey
Award winner. In 1989 he formed In-
surance Solutions of Meridian and
maintained a successfull career in

the insurance business for over
45 years. As with past award
winners, Thompson earned
numerous accolades for his
civic contributions and leader-
ship. Not only has Thompson
been a successful business-
man, but he continually gives
back to his community.
Thompson’s previous awards
include Boy Scouts of America
Silver Beaver Award, Meridian
Star Citizen of the Year, and
Meridian Community College
Hall of Fame. He has served on
multiple boards, including Chair-
ing the EMBDC and the United
Way of East Mississippi. “We are
put here on this earth not just to
make money, but to serve other
people,” said Thompson.

Morgan Freeman Honored in Meridian

Morgan Freeman visited
Meridian on May 5, 2011, for the
unveiling of his Walk of Fame
Star, located in front of the MSU
Riley Center. His star was placed
there amongst other Mississippi
greats such as B.B. King, Eudo-
ra Welty, Jimmie Rodgers, Sela
Ward, William Faulkner, Marty
Stuart and Tennessee Williams.

“This is my second Walk of
Fame star and I am as honored
to have received it as was the
first one,” said Freeman. His first

star is located on Hollywood Bou-
levard.

Freeman, who grew up in
Greenwood, MS and has now
moved back to the area, is doing
his part to promote the economy
there by opening his fine dining
restaurant, Medidi, as well as his
blues club, Ground Zero.

The Mississippi Arts and Enter-
tainment Center plans to continue
to place stars on the Walk of Fame
for famous Mississippians.



National Electronics Warranty
Corporation (NEW Corporation)
hosted a lunch discussion for the
EMBDC Education Workforce
sub-committee on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary oth. Representatives
from EMBDC Education
Committee, Meridian Pub-
lic School District, Lauderdale
County School District, Me-
ridian Community College,
Win Job Center and NEW
gathered to discuss issues
facing the local workforce.

During the meet-
ing, education committee
chairs, David Buckner and
Lanelle Glover reviewed
EMBDC education initia-
tives to engage students at
the secondary level. Addi-
tionally, Meridian and Lauderdale
County school officials discussed
career and technical training, as
well as small learning communi-
ties. Meridian Community College
Workforce Development Center
was praised by NEW’s HR Manag-
er, Joyce Redmond, for a program
called WorkKeys and (CRC).

After an overview of the EMB-

Workforce is Key

DC education committee and
workforce subcommittee, Joyce
Redmond spoke specifically about
the mission and accomplishments
of NEW. In addition to commu-
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nity support, NEW boasts two and
half years of working in Meridian
and 323 employees. Additionally,
the company plans to continue
growing in Meridian. The com-
pany has retained 60% of the staff
hired upon opening which is out-
standing for an inbound customer
care center. Of that 60%, 17 have
earned internal promotions and

8 transferred to higher positions.
NEW is currently recruiting for
open positions and is looking for
highly motivated individuals who
are ready to further their career.
NEW Representative said,
“Please spread the word
to anyone you may know
that is interested in work-
ing in customer service for
@ a company with outstand-
8 ing benefits, an outstand-
ing work environment and
outstanding people. www.
newcorp.com”

Nan Robinson, Work-
force Development sub-
=~ committee chair said, I

&1 had no idea the NEW Cor-
poration is a service help
center for Direct TV. It
makes me wonder how many oth-
er people in our community don’t
know this. It is because of this visit
to NEW and our previous visit to
Tower that the committee decided
a series of industry visits should be
offered to educators so they can
see firsthand the jobs available in
our community and the skill sets
needed to be successful at those
jobs.”

Existing Industry Crawfish Boil

The EMBDC and Mississippi
Manufacturers Association recog-
nized existing industry in the East
Mississippi region at the seventh
annual Crawfish Boil Thursday,
May 24, 2011. The event was held
on the patio of Union Station and

was packed to ca-
& pacity with man-
ufacturers  and
team leaders who
are committed to
making  Merid-
<l ian/ Lauderdale
County and bet-
ter place to work
and live.
“Meeting the
needs of existing industry has been
an important part of our economic
development efforts here at the
EMBDC. Events like the crawfish
boil allow us to build on our rela-
tionships that can lead to mutually
beneficial projects in the future,”

said Danielle Winningham, Man-
ager of Business Development for
the EMBDC. “During this social,
we celebrated Mississippi Manu-
factures Association’s 60 years of
advocating for our manufacturers.

As East Mississippi grows
with new industry, it is important
to make sure existing industry is
nurtured. Over the past several
years, the EMBDC and MMA have
partnered to make sure that hap-
pens. One way for the manufactur-
ing industry to prosper is through
networking, and the Crawfish Boil
is a great way to facilitate that sort
of interaction in a relaxed environ-
ment.



2011 Spring Semester Head of the Class

The East Mississippi Business
Development Corporation’s Edu-
cation Committee awarded their
Spring 2011 Head of the Class win-
ners in May. The Head of the Class
program is for high school students
participating in technical and ca-
reer education from each of the city
and county schools, grades 10-12.
Students are nominated by their
teachers for the award of either
“Highest Overall Career and Tech-

Arjen Lagendik , Jadarius Patton, and Carroll Lewis

nical Student” or “Most Improved
Career and Technical Student”.
The EMBDC Education Commit-
tee then selects the top two win-
ners from each school and pres-
ents them with a certificate and a
gas card, provided by Mississippi
Power Company. Business men and
women in the community are asked
to present awards to the students in
subjects relating to their industry.
Each winner is also asked to write

about a teacher or staff person from
their school who has made the
largest impact on their education.
“These students are our future
workforce. They are a step ahead of
the rest because they are taking the
initiative to know what they want to
do with their lives and learn a skill.
That’s what makes such a huge im-
pact on businesses looking to come
into this community,” said EMBDC
President Wade Jones.

Tim Allred, Adam Clark, Carter Williams, Ronnie Beech,
and Assistant Principal Jan Smith

The EMBDC and EMBDC Education Committee are proud to announce the following 2011 spring semester

Head of the Class winners:

Clarkdale High School

Highest Overall Career and Technical Student - Kelcey Thompson - Allied Health I
Most Improved Career and Technical Student - Paige Thrash - Ag Power Mechanics I

Southeast High School

Highest Overall Career and Technical Student — Carter Williams - Building Trades II
Most Improved Career and Technical Student - Adam Clark - Building Trades I

Northeast High School

Most Improved Career and Technical Student - Morgan Lee - Allied Health

West Lauderdale High School

Highest Overall Career and Technical Student — Nick Turner - Business Computer Technology I1
Most Improved Career and Technical Student - Brad Carmichael - Business Computer Technology

Meridian High School - Ross Collins

Highest Overall Career and Technical Student - Jadarius Patton - Drafting
Most Improved Career and Technical Student - Jasmine Terrell - Teacher Academy



2010 - 2011 School Counts

The School Counts program is
designed for students in the 1oth,
uth, and 12th grades. They commit
to having a 97% attendance, a C+ or
better average in every class and no
more than 1 discipline referral, as well
as to be on track to graduate. If they

acheive this, businesses in the com-
munity have committed to offering
these students preferential job inter-
views. They also receive a pizza party
at the end of the school year. The pro-
gram is chaired by Duffee Williams.
The School Counts program reit-

erates the importance of soft skills to
our future workforce. Businesses com-
ing into Meridian want to be assured
they can hire employees that will
come to work on time, be dependable
and not cause disciplinary problems.

10th GRADE

Vianna Bessann Adams
Luke Bradford Allen
Katlin E. Bearden
Matthew Chris Bishop
BreAnna D. Blackburn
William B. Burcham
Kandi B. N. Collins
Derias Croft
Charles A. Cummins
Brandon Lee Davidson
Timothy Evans Davis
Nathan Cole Easley
Shana Ashley Elmore
Daniesha M. Emerson
Devon Alexis Garrett
Michelle Lee Geisler
Kayla Lynn Gilmore
Dillon Blake Griffith
Robert Calvin Hales
Ashton Hollingsworth
Michael Todd Hughes
Chase Huguley
Hannah Lynn Ivey
Macy Victoria Jones
Sarah Ann Jordan
Caroline M. Kennard
James Dalton Lee
Jordan Taylor Lowe
Anna Elizabeth Mabry
Zackary Joseph Maes
Christie L. McCafferty
Trevor C. McDonald
Thorton D. Moffite

10th GRADE

Robinn Anderson
Tahkera Anderson
Jorden Andrews
Conner Bancroft
Tiara Barfield
LaShara Beason
Johnaysha Bell
Piere Bell
Kierra Boyd
Jasmine Brookshire
Jessica Brown
Kajol Champaneri
Aleah Coleman
Kaitlen Collins
Billy Crockett
Kendaisha Crowell
Brigia Davis
John Davis
Mayra De Leon

Kayla Lee Monsour
Bambi R. Moulds
Abby Jo Nester
Megan Oberdorf
Kayla Phillips
Jonathan R. Porter
Dylan Wade Reed
Christy Gayle Roberts
Lleah Renea Rocha
Sarai B. Saulters
Henry Lewis Scott
Corey W. Skinner
Keaton Thomas Smith
Jeremy Dale Sollie
Lane Russell Spann
Caleb Stanton
Kelcey Nicole Thompson
Mary Elah Thompson
Lauren E. Thrash
Charmaine Tims
Ashley E. Todd
Matthew D. Warren
Cody Alexander Welde
Justin Wayne Whigham
Katelynn D. Woodall
Sarah C. Wright

11th GRADE

Lindsey Marie Beard
MacKenzie Bounds
Manesha D. Brown

Tyler James Bye

John Ryan Caldwell

Melissa C. Caraway

Elvia Devora
Ra’shun Drake
Shaciarra Drake
Kyshari Dubose
Lawrence Duell
Megan DuPont
Darrius Felder
Eric Fera
Sandy Ferrill
Jarrod Ferry
Angela Fowler
Brianna Foy
Joseph Goldman
Kardarius Gordon
Andrea Gowdy
Emily Gowdy
Travis Griffin
Amanda Hamlin
Amber Hawk
Katherine Hicks
Tyosha Hill

Kennedy D. Castleberry
Jeremy D. Davison
Sydney Elaine Dawkins
Tyler Glynn Dearman
Duane Marcell Emerson
Melissa Ann Gathright
Paige Gower
Hannah M. Hamilton
Sarah Ann Harris
Chad Donovan Hinton
Jessica C. Jackson
Megan Lynne Jenkins
Courtney Lea Johnson
Aaron Casey Jones
Ashley Renea Lakatos
Stevenee Lee
Angelica M. Lejeune
Alisha Lewis
Candace B. Livingston
Dustin Slater Lott
Brianna Lenora Mayo
Bailey Gray McElroy
Blair Bailee Miller
Ashley B. Morrison
Emily Kate Nester
Joseph Micah Redmond
Charles Dylan Rials
Jessica N. Richardson
Abby Elizabeth Roberts
Kylie Devin Rushford
James Philip Scott
Gabriel Ja'Micah Shelby
Morgan Grace Slusher
Joseph Scott Spears
Samuel Stark

LaBreona Hodges
Lametric Hodges
Julittia Holton
Tabitha Hopson
Concetta Hornsby
Holly Howard
Jaricus Hubbard
Laura Huff
Meredith Huff
Miles Huff
Jaleah Hunter
Miracle Jemison
Charles Johnson
Samantha Labutka
Telreco Larkin
RuTricia Leggett
RamonlLeiser
Antionette Lloyd
Justice Lynch
Tonatiuh Madrigal
Shelby Martin

Raven Brooke Stephens
Andrew Tyler Strickland
Brooke L. Tanner
Matthew L. Taylor
Gregory Alan Thomas
Ashley Nicole Tinsley
Colton B. Tomberlin
Brettany Noel Waltman
Jacob Fuller Welborn
Miranda Madison Williams

12th GRADE

Kadera Maurice Beason
Logan Brooke Bozeman
Kalynne Diane Bracey
Brandi Carraway
Melissa Carruth
Chloe E. Chancelor
Katelyn Paige Coffman
Thomas Franklin Crouch
Amber Nicole Culpepper
Hunter O’Neil Cumberland
Jessica Lynn Davis
Derek Lee Dearing
Brittany Nicole Dennis
Shannon Renee Dorman
Parker Black Easley
Morgan Jean Evans
Brandon Tanner Felton
Hannah Ashton Ford
Breanna Marie Frady
Cory Allen Furline
Ashley Olivia Garrett
Zach Gibson

Antavia Mason
Octavia Mason
Juantavious Matthew
Christopher McCoy
Timaria Mosley
Kelly Offenberger
Sarah Owen
Nicholas Parker
Tashun Parker
Jinal Patel
Santoreshea Portis
Emma Reeves
Raven Roberts
Aisha Robertson
Derryan Sanford
Ty Serria Smith
Rae Jean Spears
Thomas Spivey
Hannah Starnes
Enriquez Swift
Tayla Taylor

Angel Le-Ann Gilmore
Thomas Hunter Graham
Stephanie P. Grayson
Samuel Nash Green
Jordan Blake Hodgins
Raven E. Hutchinson
Justin Tyler Hyde
Donna Raeshel Landrum
Paul Dylan Lester
Melanie Brooke Litchfield
Austin Tyler Lott
Lindsey Ray Massey
Kristin DeAnn Mathis
Tina Sade’ McCoy
Jenna Lauren McQueen
William Oberdorf
Peter John Opel
Amellia D. Pearman
Nikki Ann Ray
Alexander Young Rogers
Donnie E. Scarbrough, Jr.
Kristen Demi Shelby
Megan Nicole Shumock
Alan Luke Smith
Alexandra Kathryn Smith
Daphne Megan Smith
Cristyn Amber Spann
Christopher G. Stuckman
Rachel Michelle Tadlock
Kimberly Lynn Taylor
Hailey Morgan Thomas
Walter Matthew Tucker IV
Kasey Westmoreland
Olivia Katherine Williams

Ambreeia Terry
Kadijah Thames
Fersheka Thomas
Kourtney Thomas
Kevesha Tinsley
Crystal Toole
Janice Townsend
Denzel Turner
Theresa Turrentine
Ledarius Walker
Phillip Walker
Joniqua Ward
Shoniqua Ward
Emily Ware
James Welch
Jewea Wilburn
Zanquana Williams
Alexis Wilson
Takisha Wilson
CalinaYoung



11th GRADE

Paige Bajus
Toniziun Ball
Pieter Both
Christina Brookins
Justin Brown
TKeyah Clark
KaShyra Coleman
Jibril Cox
Andrew Currie
Lesslie Evans
Antonio Finley
Allen Goldman
Emma Goodwin
Tavarus Gordon
Elizabeth Grace
Emmanuel Grant
Mitchell Gressett
Iesha Gully
Jermaine Harris
Jessica Hopkins

10th GRADE

Jeremy Bagwell
Elizabeth Barnacastle
Caitlin Blood
Ruby Cooper
Brittany Drummond
Josh Everette
Kenya Hawkins
Arkeem Johnson
Allison Jones
Jamie Matthews
Ashley McDonald
Valencia Miller
Ariel Mosley
Kariel Mosley
Josh Overstreet

10th Grade

Stephanie Abernathy
Andrew Black
Karena Bridgett
Jasmine Bush
Mariah Cole
Jasmine Collins
Jessie Dean
Maria Diener
Caitlyn Fisher
Gina Grace Fraysur
Edward Griffin
Joseph Hamil
JaQuinton Horner
Tyran Jimison
Rose Johnson
Shantoria Johnson

MERIDIAN HIGH SCHOOL (cont'd)

Melissa Jack
Christian Jackson
Terrell Johnson
Maya King
John Krstulovich
Breosha Lanier
Aujarimere Lewis
Jared Lewis
Cameron Marsh
Christian Moss
Jamal Phillips
Christopher Price
Nia Price
Ashley Raye
Ashley Reynolds
Rondejhanae Rush
WalDarius Silliman
Manpreet Singh
Gabriel Spells
KaDaesha Thomas
Kala Thomas
Mariah Walters

Justin Whitsett
Ja Kerria Wilson

12th GRADE

Ladesha Atterberry
Kierra Barrett
Ontereus Berry
Torrian Berry
Corderrius Bonner
Tineshea Brewster
Angie Bridges
Dennis Brown
Marcus Brown
Ryan Butchee’
James Chisolm
Ti’kedra Clay
Vanitee Cole
Madelyn Covert
Penyetta Crowell
Avery Davis Jr
Recordo Dean

Marcus Eakins
Timorie Edmonds
Sandrickus Gibbs

Trinity Glenn

Marcus Grant

Briana Griffin
Mary Paige Griffin
Chavari’ Hamilton
Desmond Hendrix

Jontrell Hill
Paloria Hills
Dakota Howard
Princess Hudson
Matthew Hurn
Matthew Ivey
Brittany Johnson
Demarkus Johnson
Kanieshawa Kelly

Memorie Kelly
Kilimanjero Lewis
Robert Lummus Jr

Mary Maranto

NORTHEAST HIGH SCHOOL

Carley Owen
James Roberts
Jasmine Ross
Rimen Singh
Inger Slaughter
Jenna Smiley
Ariel Stewart
Kyndall Weir
Cohlby Wells
Kelsey White

11th GRADE

Hailey Barrett
Andre Boyd
John Brown

Tyshauna Bryant

Christina Carter
Raven Carter

Samantha Colyer-Harvey

Curry Davis
Destini Draughn

Jacob Follin
Jameka Hairston
Tawanda Hopson

Aysia Houston
Devin Houston
Michael Joyner
Alexis Kercheval
Bradley Kirk
Aleis Langston
Jesse Langston
Morgan Lee
Lauren McElroy

Lauren Myers

Lauren Payne

Cohlby Sims
Karli Swearingen

12th GRADE

Will Abney
Brittany Bishop
Mariah Bohl
Ben Brooks
Caleb Cook
Chris Elder
Mallene Gulette

Emilie Haavardsholm

Andrew Haney
Jessica Hembree

SOUTHEAST HIGH SCHOOL

Trenton Johnson
Trey Joiner IIT
Denisha Knight
Joshua Litchfield
JaWhaun Malone
Aveyon Marshall

Micah McElhenney
Quantavous Naylor

Daniel Roberts
Kristen Roberts
Deja Rowe
Shametris Ruttley
Christian Shelby
Cody Shirley
Molly Singley
Kristen Skipper
Patrisha Sparks
Joshua Swint

Hunter Thrower
Steven Todd
Brittney Walker
Jimesha Walker

11th Grade

Heaven Brewster
Pedro Coelho
Jacob Fraysur

Johntre Goudy
Austin Gray
Chesla Jarman
Christine Jones
Lisbeth Mata

Blake McMullen
Kayla McNair

Dianna Mitchell

LaKelvin Newell
TyNecia Newell
Chelsie Parker
Austin Ray
Kyle Rhodes
Brittany Richie
Tara Robinson
JaGradi Webster

12th Grade

Rachel Adams
Corey Adank
Rebecca Alexander
Luke Barton
Phillip Harrinton
Benjamin Harvey

JaWayne Heidelberg

Mandy McCool
Brittney McKenzie
Keviana McNeil
De’Jon Miller
Jamie Parker
Taylor Portis
Kendra Reed
Detrick Rodgers
Victoria Rodrigue
Joseph Ruttley
Artoria Silliman
Kaitlin Smith
Re’Yada Stinner
Moneisia Tanksley
Tia Washington
Ashley Watkins
Gerrard Wells
Jessica Winford

McKinley Young, Jr.

Mitchell Higgason
Rebecca Hodge

Lisa Johnson
Vance Miller
Rachel Moffat
Sydney Morgan
Brittany Pearson
Jessical Powell
Avery Smith
Daniel Stegall
Antionio Temple
Gafford White
Ben Williams

Jacqueline Williams

Jasmine Holmes
Dericus Horern
Kellye Jones

Brandon Landrum

Jeremy Leach
Brooks Linton
Robert Motton
Britney Nash
Alexia Ray
Jamarcus Ruffin
Earvin Singleton




10th GRADE

Ashley Adams
Corey Alamine
Taylor Baker
De'ontae Bartee
Robert Billups
Cody Blackwell
Keelan Brewster
Alexis Brown
Candace Brown
Kendra Brown
Jesse Byrd
Joshua Campbell
Jessica Cook
Whitney Curtsinger
Patton Davidson
Hallie Davis
Jodi Dowdy
Jacob Fitzgerald
Lyndsie Fountain
Cory Fox
Becca Gilbert
Tiffany Gilreath
Emily Gray
Dylon Grayson
Lauren Harman
Kerin Lee Henson
William C. Horne
Terry Jordan
Kaitlyn Kinney
Rachel Lane
Winston Lewis
Ryan Mabry

Chris Mallette
Jacob Mann
Katie Marchese
Christian Massey
Rachel May
Shania McCarter
Katlynn McMullen
Alyson Mitchell
Colin Mott
Jonathan Newbaker
Zak O’'Neill
Reeves Parker
Audrey Pierce
Jonathan Poe
Ayla Porter
Kasey Radcliff
Haley Reed
Ashley Rhaly
Pete Rivera
Damie Roberts
Kyle Russell
Derek Schulte
Macie Sheffield
Sean J. Shumate
Ashley Singleton
Gabby Smith
Lauren Stephens
Kaylyn Stewart
Meagan Stewart
Haley Sullivan
Anna Taylor
Richard Thomas
Amber Thomas
Mallory Ann Turner

Jenna Vick
Randel Walker
Andrea Williams
Parker Wilson
Lemeka Winford
Miranda Wright

11th GRADE

Joey Bates
Chelsea Bebley
Dylan Ray Boyd

Austin Braddock
Bethany Bratu
Brandon Branning
Marcus Brooks
Snanderier Brown
Nicholas Buchman
Destiny Buck
Nicola Callahan
Shelby Chaney
Breanna Clemons
Kelly Cobler
Lexi Culpepper
Jessie Culpepper

Paige Davis

Trey Davis
Tabetha Deavers

Jessica Deen
Brad Denham

Noel Douzat
Benjamin Eakes
Amanda Eaves
Jacob Eldridge

Luther Ellis
David Ethridge
Elizabeth Faucette
Sakeria Fielder
Paige Floyd
Courtnee Cox
Drew Freeman
Kiana Gale
Tabitha Gibson
Miranda Gipson
Scott Gray
Briana Harford
Morgan Haskins
Khadeja Hearn
Grant Hill
Katlyn Hoffer

Lauren Hollingsworth

Taylor Huffman
Heather Hunter
Dewin Jefferson
Reid Johnson
Ashley Jordan
Becca King
Ashley Knight
Bailey Laird
Jason LeShane
Cecilia Lawn
Brittany Lewis
Daniel Lott
Phillip Lucky
D.J. McCarter
Fletcher McKee
Claire Milling
Seth Mitchell

Haleigh Moffett
Bryce Morgan
David Moulds
Abbie Odom

Haley Parker
Kaitlin Polk
Jacob Poole
Ashlyn Pope
Christina Randell
Andrew Rhaly
Chris Rhoney
Y’lon Richardson
Dallas Riley
Brandon Robinson
Chloe Roddie
Brittan Scott
Robert Sillimon
Jami Smith

Jennifer St. Clair
Blake Stewart

Nakenia Stewart
Adam Swanner

Katie Switzer
Jalen Terrell
Alex Turberville
Nick Turner
Tyler Vick
Zachary Wallace
Lydia Walters
Brittany Warren
Keith Wilcox

23rd Annual The Main Event

On April 28th, 2011, the East
Mississippi Business Development
Corporation held their 23rd An-
nual The Main Event Business and
Industry Expo. While maintaining
the spirit of the event, this year a
few changes were made to help
benefit the exhibitors and visitors
even more.

The event was moved to Bo-
nita Lakes Mall, inside the previ-
ous Goody’s and Steve & Barry’s
location. This facility provided

ample space, in which imclement
weather was not a factor for exhib-
itors. Also, thanks to Main Event
Committe Chair, Keyes Kennard of
AT&T Mobile Solutions, each at-
tendee was able to register online
upon entering the event. Laptops
were set up to capture each regis-
trant’s name, e-mail address and
zip code. This online form also
time-stamped each registration,
which allows the committee to
prepare for the following year’s
event. Each exhibitor was given
the list of attendees, along with
their information, so that they
may use this for marketing and
promotions. Only those who
registered were eligible for door
prizes. Over 3,000 attendees
registered the day of the event.
Booth award winners this
year were: Overall Best of Show

- Meridian Community College,
Best of Show “Did You Know?”
- MSU-Meridian, Best of Show -
Small Business - Party Central,
and Best of Show - Non-Profit -
NAS Meridian.

This year’s Main Event was a
huge success and could not have
happened without the help of
committee members, volunteers,
sponsors and exhibitors.

MERIDIA
COMMUNITY COLLEG



Business After Hours

Jamie and Dr. Bob Cater

On Thursday, March 24th, the EMBDC held a
Business After Hours with Mitchell Distributing, lo-
cated at the Lauderdale County Agri-Center. Mitch-
ell celebrated the arrival of the Clydesdale horses to
Meridian. Food, beverages and live music were pro-
vided to a crowd of over 400 people. Attendees were
also invited to take pictures with one of the horses.

The Clydesdales were in town to attend the Gold-
en Wings Over Meridian’s 5oth Year Celebration.

-\
|

Leslie Lee Marshall, Missy Dozier, Carolyn Smith & Brenda Hiatt

On Thursday, February 17th, the EMBDC held a
Business After Hours and Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
at Cater’s Cafe, located at 400-22nd Avenue. Own-
ers, Dr. Bob and Jamie Cater, also own and operate
Cater’s Market, which is located in North Meridian.
Well over 100 attendees came throughout the event
to welcome Cater’s Cafe to the downtown area.

The cafe offers a variety of coffees and teas, as
well as serves breakfast and lunch, and premade
food items to go.

Manny Mitchell and Adam Mitchell

On Thursday, April 7th, the EMBDC held a Busi-
ness After Hours with the State Games of Mississippi
in Dumont Plaza. During the event, the organization
recognized and thanked their 72 sponsors, as well as
the community for their support.

The State Games of Mississippi is celebrating its
2oth year. Opening ceremonies were held June 17th
in downtown Meridian.



Leadership Lauderdale Graduation

Tommy Dulaney, Blake Wilson and Ann Alexander

On Tuesday, June 14th, the East
Mississippi Business Development
Corporation held a Business Be-
fore Hours at the MSU Riley Cen-
ter. This event was dedicated to
the Leadership Lauderdale gradu-
ation. The purpose of Leadership
Lauderdale is to develop a diverse
group of collaborative leaders

who share a common vi-
sion and are committed to
community service. Dur-
ing the 9-month course, the
students learn how to use
leadership skills to benefit
themselves, their compa-
ny and the community. “7
Habits of Highly Effective
People”, written by Stephen
Covey, was taught by Rev.
Wayne Edwards during each
class meeting. Throughout
the course, each participant
within an assigned group complet-
ed a community service project.
The group worked together to se-
lect and execute its project during
the 9 month period.

Blake Wilson, President of the
Mississippi Economic Council,
served as the speaker and chal-

lenged the Leadership Lauderdale
graduates, as well as the Business
Before Hours attendees, to be great
leaders in the community. His
stated goal for the MEC is much
the same as the Leadership Lau-
derdale Graduates and the EMB-
DC - to stimulate investment, en-
trepreneurship and opportunity.
In his speech, Wilson focused on
the impact that the graduates can
have on their community. “Think
of improving your community as
the state did our highways. There
were only 9 mile sections made
into 4-lane highways for years, but
over time the state created more
and more of those sections and
they eventually joined. Mississippi
has gone from last in the U.S. for
highways to number 16,” said
Wilson.

2011 Leadership Lauderdale Graduates

Jessica Anderson- Citizens National Bank, Bo Bailey- Hammack, Barry, Thaggard & May, Bill Bethany- Regions Bank, Natella Boul-
ton- Meridian Symphony Association, Cedric Bradley- Meridian Community College, Will Carpenter- Trustmark Bank, DeShannon
Davis, Ph.D.- Lauderdale County Schools, M'Lea Davis- Community Foundation of East Mississippi, Steven Dingler- Mississippi Power
Company, Mary Kate Duncan- Anderson Regional Medical Center, Richard Hamner- New York Life, Jason Harman- Heritage Building
Corporation, Misty Harris-Meridian Mutual Federal Credit Union, Russell Huntley-Citizens National Bank, Josh Ivey- 1st MS Federal
Credit Union, Stephen Jackson- Glover, Young, Walton & Simmons, PLLC, Doug McWilliams- MSU Meridian, John Morgan Mims-
The Insurance Center of Meridian- Agent, Greg Nave- Novus Glass, Eugene Perry- City of Meridian, Randy Pope- 186 ARW, MS ANG,

Monique Pruitt- A Nu Day Event Planning, Meredith Rea-EMBDC, Jennifer Taylor- Mississippi Power Company, Sharon Turcotte- Rush
Health Systems, Nessa Wilburn- Drury Inn & Suites, Andrea Williams- WTOK TV




Handy Hardware Hosts Workforce Development

“Exemplary workforce” is how
Martha Dearman, HR Manager
for Handy Hardware describes
workers at the new 468,000 sq.
ft. distribution center located
in the I-20/59 Industrial
Park. Workforce recruit-
ment specifics were shared
by Ms. Dearman and Ed
Frey, Warehouse Manager
at Handy Hardware as they
hosted the EMBDC Work-
force Development sub-
committee on April 7th.

Bringing in appren-
tices from the local public
school systems as part of a
technical program partner-
ship with the Win Job Cen-
ter and Ross Collins Career
and Technical Training Center
is one approach in which Handy
successfully facilitates good em-
ployee recruitment. The program
gives the student and hiring com-
pany a trial work period to make
sure it is a good match for both.
Handy Hardware representatives
also attribute staffing success to
seeking out underemployed citi-
zens around Lauderdale County

and using resources like the Win
Job Center for applicant screen-
ings. According to Ed Frey, Handy
Hardware also works closely with
Meridian Community College for

training purposes that include
ordering, picking, shipping and
receiving. The common denomi-
nator in each approach of recruit-
ment and retention of good em-
ployees is training. A well trained
workforce tends to bring continu-
ity to the distribution floor.

A well trained workforce
is not a new concept for Handy
Hardware. The company has es-

tablished a good reputation over
its years of existance. While the
Meridian facility recently started
shipping in January to second-
ary suppliers like Do it Best and
Ace, the parent company
based out of Houston, TX
grew from a simple concept
proposed in 1954. Today,
Handy Hardware is one of
only six dealer-owned hard-
ware buying groups in the
U. S. They have been 100%
dealer-owned since their
inception in 1961. As a re-
gional wholesale hardware
distributor whose growth
spans the last forty three
years, Handy’s basic struc-
ture and approach to the
market place have remained sound
and unchanged through an ever-
changing economy.  Moreover,
because of the hard working em-
ployees in Meridian, Handy Hard-
ware’s Meridian location took 33%
of the business from the Houston
facility, which put them ahead of
their goal. That kind of growth
only comes with good leadership
and a trained workforce.

Business Before Hours

On Tuesday, April 12th, the
EMBDC held a Business Before

Richard Armstrong, Dr. Hank Bounds, Bill Patterson, and Chuck Reece

Hours at the MSU Riley Center.
The speaker was Dr. Hank Bounds,
Commissioner of Higher
Education for the Insti-
tutions of Higher Learn-
ing. Dr. Bounds has been
a lifelong educator, in-
cluding serving 4 years
as the State Superinten-
dent. Rather than focus-
ing on higher education,
he stressed the impor-
tance of early childhood
education.

“80% of a child’s
brain development comes

in the first 4 years of life. An enor-
mous amount of our poorest pop-
ulation in the state are arriving to
kindergarten with the vocabulary
of a 2 year old. Vocabulary is a
good predictor of proficiency lev-
els. Students who can not profi-
ciently read by the end of the 3rd
grade are exponentially more like-
ly to either become a high school
drop out, and/or go to prison,” said
Bounds.

Bounds stressed the impor-
tance of businesses and parents
offering their time and helping the
educational system.



Young Professionals Making a Difference

The Young Professionals of
Meridian have had a busy spring,
and it is just the beginning. The
group was established to
allow professionals from
21-39 to network, as well as
give back to the commu-
nity. This year has been no
exception.

On April 29th, YPM
held their annual Beig-
net Breakfast in Dumont
Plaza. All proceeds went
to benefit the United Way,
and this year they raised
$1400 for the organization.

This year is a big elec-
tion year for Lauderdale
County, as well as the State.
Therefore, the Young Professionals
held a political rally themed “Hon-
esty, Integrity and Professional

Christin Waters & Latoya Smith powder beignets

Courtesy” on May 3rd. Candidates
from Lauderdale County, as well as
Lieutentant Governor and guber-
natorial candidates, attended the
forum to give input on their views
and goals for each office.

YPM then held their 4th An-
nual Scholarship Golf Tournament
on May 20th. This year the tourna-

John Morgan Mims, Jason Harman, Lee Rodgers & Jay Howell

ment was located at Ponta Creek
Golf Course (NAS Meridian). As a
result of the proceeds, two $1000

scholarships are awarded to
deserving individuals. The
students are nominated by
their teachers, and then se-
lected by the YPM Education
Committee.

The Young Profession-
als are currently working on
a new event that will benefit
the Care Lodge. The 59Twen-
ty Music Festival will be held
October 8, 2011, from 10:00
am until 11:00 pm in Singing
Brakeman Park. The main
stage lineup includes: Cary Hud-
son, Wes Lee, Cheryl LuQuire,
Lightnin’ Malcolm, Sonny Lan-
dreth and headliner, North Mis-
sissippi Allstars. “We are really
excited about our lineup and feel

like there will a wide variety of
music for everyone to enjoy,” said
Josh Waters, YPM Concert Chair
and Vice-President. Activities for
children and families will also be
available during the festival. Tick-
ets are $25 in advance and $30 at
the gate. Children under 12 are
free. They are now available for
purchase at www.xorbia.com/
tickets/59twenty.

Care Lodge provides services
and shelter to victims of domestic
violence. They also offer programs
to offenders of domestic violence.
Donations can be made directly to
Care Lodge through their website
at www.carelodge.com.

“When we came up with the
idea for this concert, we knew we
wanted to benefit a local charity.
Care Lodge became the most ob-
vious choice because of their local
roots and the fact that they also
service 9 surrounding counties.
This is not only their 3oth Anni-
versary, but October is Domestic
Violence Awareness Month. It all
seemed like it was meant to work
out,” said Waters.

North Mississippi Allstars



Welcome to the Neighborhood

A+ Self Storage/Atrium Mini Mall
5009 Highway 493

Dr. Kevin Douglas, DMD
1603 23rd Avenue

Insurance Source
1412 14th Street

Broadmoor Discount Wine & Spirits
4900 Poplar Springs Drive, Suite 25

Cater’s Cafe
400 22nd Avenue

Lauderdale County Farm Supply
203 49th Avenue

Squealer’s Bar-b-que
4805 29th Avenue

Dickey’s Barbecue Pit
| 103 South Frontage Road
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Ambassadors of the Month ...

February - Cindy Aucoin, Brown Printing
March - Cindy Aucoin, Brown Printing
April - Ashley Neal, Hilton Garden Inn
May - Derron Radcliff, MSU Riley Center

Visitor Promotion Bags

The EMBDC wants to help promote all of our members. One way we have begun to
do this is to supply visitor bags with member items. These are provided to organizo-
tions who contact us about their event, at which point we let our membership know
how many visitors they will have and for what event. We hope that you will partici-
pate and promote your business!




